








 Session 12  Practicing the Process of Narrative Exegesis 35

Example Plot Structure
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2. As you reflect on what you have learned in this course, what do you 
think an appropriate response would be to God’s very real partner-
ship with you, in that he has entrusted you to be his mouthpiece to 
his dearly loved bride, the Church? What should be your attitude as 
you approach the task of communicating his Word?

3. Of course, simply watching this video series will not give you the 
skills of exegesis and homiletics. They are skills and so need to be 
developed, honed through personal work and evaluated practice. 
With this in mind, note down some tangible ways you can take the 
skills presented in the videos and practice them for yourself. 
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The Plot of the Bible

Did you know the Bible itself is a story with a developing plot? Below 
is a plot structure showing the progression of the Biblical Narrative.

- Prologue: Genesis 1-2

- Conflict: Genesis 3 (God’s reign is challenged and His 
presence is removed)

- Development: Old Testament (It is like a great chess match to 
the point that the promised line of Messiah is one man sitting 
in a cell in Babylon)

- Turning point: Gospels

- Consequence: Epistles (Church – God’s presence is back 
with man)

- Resolution: Revelation 12 and 22 (God’s unchallenged reign 
and tangible presence are restored)

Extra Resources
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Exegetical Questions that Help us Analyze the Plot

1. How does the prologue prepare us for the rest of the narrative?

2. What is the conflict, problem or challenge facing the protagonist?

3. What characters does the narrator introduce & when does he 
introduce them?

4. What changes in setting do we see as the plot progresses?

5. What complications arise in the plot?

6. How does the narrator develop the plot? Dialogue? Thoughts? 
Narrator comments?

7. When does the climax / turning point occur?

8. What is the turning point or climactic event in the narrative?

9. What dialogue takes place in the narrative

10. How does conflict or goal get resolved and who resolves it?

11. How does the epilogue bring about closure to the narrative?

12. What does the narrative reveal about the challenges we face in life 
today?  How can we make matters better or worse?

13. How does the narrator evaluate the actions of the characters?

14. What does the narrative reveal about God? What role does God play 
in the narrative?
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Blank Structured Layout Template
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This video series on exegetical preaching is designed for 
those who are preparing to serve in a leadership role in 
a local church. Emphasis is placed on how to study and 
communicate a small portion or text of the Bible so that 
the original main idea and structure of that text is the 
main idea and structure of the sermon, and hopefully 
communicated in an engaging manner.  
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